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Executive Summary 

Introduction

This Proponent’s Environm ental A ssessm ent (PEA ) has been prepared to support an application by the 

Sacram ento N atural G as Storage, LLC  (SN G S) to the C alifornia Public U tilities C om m ission (C PU C ) 

for a C ertificate of Public C onvenience and N ecessity (C PC N ) for the Sacram ento N atural G as Storage 

Project, w hich is proposed to be located partly in the C ity of Sacram ento and partly in the 

unincorporated area of the C ounty of Sacram ento.  The application requests authorization to develop, 

construct, and operate an underground natural gas storage facility and associated m ile-long pipeline 

connections.    

For the purpose of this PEA , the natural gas facility and all associated com ponents are referred to as 

the “proposed project.” The PEA  evaluates and analyzes the effects of the physical act of constructing 

the proposed project.  The proposed project includes w ells, pipelines, equipm ent, buildings, 

instrum entation, and other com ponents required to support the m oving, conditioning, and m easuring of 

natural gas into and out of underground gas storage. 

This PEA  describes each of the proposed project com ponents, construction m ethods, schedule, and best 

m anagem ent practices (BM Ps) that w ill be im plem ented as part of the proposed project to avoid and 

m inim ize long-term  effects on environm ental resources w ithin and adjacent to the proposed project.  

The proposed project is com prised of the follow ing four prim ary com ponents, w hich are described in 

detail in C hapter 2 of this PEA : 

a) W ellhead site (Injection/w ithdraw al w ells); 

b) C om pressor station;  

c) Pipeline connections; and 

d) M orrison C reek C ross-tie m etering and gas conditioning equipm ent site. 

SN G S w ill im plem ent the follow ing BM Ps, as part of the proposed project, to avoid and m inim ize 

long-term  effects on environm ental resources w ithin and adjacent to the proposed project facilities.  

These are fully described in C hapter 2 of this PEA  and include the follow ing: 

� D esignate w ork zones to ensure avoidance of sensitive resources 

� Im plem ent air district guidelines for m inim izing dust 

� Prepare and conduct w orkers environm ental aw areness training program  

� Prepare and im plem ent an injection plan 

� Prepare a seism ic-resistant design 

� Prepare and im plem ent a paleontological resources discovery and m anagem ent plan 

� D esign and im plem ent construction m aintenance and refueling restrictions 

� Prepare and im plem ent and H azardous M aterials C ontingency Plan and H ealth and Safety Plan 

� Prepare and im plem ent an Em ergency R esponse Plan, that includes m easures for fire 

prevention   

� Prepare and im plem ent a C onstruction Traffic C ontrol Plan 

� Im plem ent site reclam ation m easures, to restore construction related disturbance, particularly 

along the pipeline alignm ent 
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PEA Purpose and Approach 

The purpose of this PEA is to provide an adequate level of information to the CPUC to assist in 

determination of impacts that may be of concern and to facilitate preparation of a California 

Environmental Q uality Act (CEQ A) document.

The analysis conducted for this PEA indicates that no aspect of this project (as proposed with 

mitigation) would cause a significant and unavoidable impact on the environment.  The analysis 

indicates that, without mitigations, the proposed project would potentially result in significant impacts 

related to, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology, Soils and Paleontological Resources, 

Hydrology and Water Q uality, Noise, and Public Health and Safety.  The mitigation measures that 

have been identified would reduce these potential impacts to less-than-significant levels.  Table ES-1 

presents a summary of potentially significant impacts and mitigation measures for the proposed project. 

Organization of the PEA 

Chapter 1 of the PEA provides a general introduction and overview of the proposed project.  Chapter 2 

provides a detailed description of the project area, project background, pipeline routes selection and 

evaluation, project components, construction methods, operations and maintenance program, and 

required permits and approvals expected for the proposed project.  Chapter 2 also describes the BMPs 

(listed above) that have been incorporated into the project to avoid or minimize project effects.  

Environmental issues are described and analyzed in Chapter 3 for this PEA.  An environmental and 

regulatory setting section and impact analysis are presented for each of the environmental issues 

identified in the CEQ A checklist.  Each environmental issue is analyzed using the project information 

contained in Chapter 2 and based on resource-specific impact methodologies.  Chapter 3 also provides 

conclusions on whether an impact would be considered significant under CEQ A.  The significance 

criteria are based on the CEQ A Guidelines and are defined at the beginning of each impact analysis 

section.  Chapter 4 of this PEA outlines the selection process and different pipeline alternatives 

considered for the proposed project.
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